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Affiliated Foods Honors Lewis McNeice for “50 Years of Service”

God Bless America!

1968…Lyndon Johnson is the 36th President of the United States of America, the
Vietnam War is on, Apollo 8 orbits the Moon, Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated,
US and Vietnam begin peace talks…Affiliated Foods is founded by the merger of South
Plains Grocers of Lubbock, TX and Panhandle Associated Grocers of Amarillo, TX and
Lewis McNeice begins his career with Affiliated Foods…

Lewis graduated Lubbock High School in 1965. He worked for Kimble Foods for about a
year then began with South Plains Grocers in Lubbock, TX, he moved to Amarillo in 1968
and the rest is AFI history!

Lewis was honored at the Annual Awards Banquet held on July 27th, 2017. He was

Welcome September

The world only exists in your
eyes. You can make it as big
or as small as you want.

~ F. Scott Fitzgerald

Randy Arceneaux, CEO and President of Affiliated Foods
presents a plaque for “50 Years of Service” to

Lewis McNeice. 

awarded a “50 Years of Service Award” plaque by Randy Arceneaux,
CEO and President of Affiliated Foods.

Continued on page 2...50 Years....

50

“It has been a real pleasure working
and watching AFI grow over the past

50 years.” ~ Lewis McNeice
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Affiliated Foods Inc. & PTG 2017 Service Awards

5 years
Jesus Aguirre
Susan Appel
John Bagwell
Noma Burr
Blane Davidson
Anthony Davis
Margaret Dempsey
William Evans
Allen Fontenot
Russell Fontenot
Guircel Garcia Obando
Angela Gonzalez
Rocio Gongalez De-
Arcos
Branda Hernandez
Gumaro Herrera
Carol Kroeger
Michael Lafuente
Camron Lodholm
Demarcus Marrow
Tim Marshall
Lluvia Martinez
Frank Mendoza
James Mitchell
Tristan Moore
Elisa Obando- 
Cornavaca
Paul Ortega
Brandon Raetzl
Christopher Rangel
Jesse Roberts
Mario Rodriguez
Maribel Saenz-Galindo
Fransisco Saldana
Lisa Sanchez
Yvonne Sandoval
Jeromy Sellmyer
Leigh Sells
Brandon Terry
A B Towery
Javier Valdez
David Waid
Linda Ward

Melody Witherspoon

10 years
Charee Aleman
Martin Alvarez
Enrique Barreras
Glenn Bearden
Barbara Bray
Solomon Diaz
Thomas Douangpanya
Earl Erikson
Maria Flick
John Fulton IV
Jesus Garcia
Maria Garcia
Aimee Grubbs
Travis Hale
Daruis Kidd
Keooudone Kongsy
Maria Ines Martinez
Miguel Mendoza
Adam Munoz
Andres Ontiveros
Hector Pena
Juan Ramirez
Fred Ramos
Ruben Bodarte
Khon Sithideth
Ketsana
Thammavongsa
Tobey Trainer
Shelton Williams
Gary Witte
Ann Wysner

15 Years
David Abeyta
Javier Alvarez
David Balderaz
Antonio Betancourt
Tony Clary
Geoffrey Crisp
Gilbert DeLeon
Barry Eslick

Isidro Fernandez
Esteban Fernandez
Joe Gonzales
Loyde Hazelwood
Alice Hernandez
Juan Jacquez
Michael Lindley
Herb Minton
Gabe Nino
Elise Robatre
Brent Schmidt
Randy Smith
Gary Young

20 Years
Mario Alonzo
Irma Collins
Arnel Collums
Stephen Enriquez
John Hawley
Amy Medrano
Joey Pena

25 Years
William Allen
Danny Annett
Gene Blackburn
Wendell Fox
John Hamula
Miguel Herrera
James Kuhler
Lupe Mireles
Christine Pena
Theresa Rodriguez
Helen Stewart

35 Years
Cindy Craig
Sherry Ensminger
Mark Miller

40 Years
Alan Craig

50 Years - Lewis McNeice
Lewis stated, “It has been a real pleas-
ure working and watching AFI grow over
the past 50 years.” He has held many
positions, currently as a PTG (Panhandle
Transportation Group) driver, he also
worked in the warehouse, and in a
supervisory position.

Lewis was married for 35 years, has 1
adopted child, when his wife passed
away. 3 years later he met and married,
Dixie, his current wife of 10 years. He
inherited 4 more children, and now they
have 23 grandchildren, and 20 great-
grand-children.

Lewis enjoys grilling on the patio, and
walking on the beach and burying his
toes in the sand. For his hobby he
enjoys wood working.

What can you say for 50 years…It takes
character, dependability, responsibility,
dedication and integrity, to move forward
through all the triumphs and trialling
times…These are the characteristics of
not only a good employee, but shows the
character of a good man. Lewis
McNeice, you are that man.

Not only have you enriched Affiliated
Foods as a company, but you have
enriched the lives of the people that
know you! Thank you for your many
years of service…… 

Lewis and Dixie McNeice

1968

2017

L to R: Dixie and Lewis McNeice and Randy Arceneaux,
CEO and President of Affiliated Foods 
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#1574 Latitudes - Rio Rancho, NM “Play at the Pump”

Ron Brown owner of 1574 Latitudes Gas,
demonstrates “Play at the Pump” technology.

Play at the Pump Lottery Pilot
Program Begins in New Mexico

Linq3’s technology now employed in
five states.July 27, 2016

SANTA FE, N.M. — New Mexico
convenience store retailers can now
offer customers the ability to pur-
chase Powerball and Mega Millions
lottery tickets at the pump. Linq3
inked a partnership with the New
Mexico Lottery that implements the
company’s Play at the Pump tech-
nology to purchase lottery tickets at
the forecourt in the time it takes to
fill up a gas tank.

As CSNews Online previously
reported, California, Missouri, North
Carolina and Pennsylvania already
offer Play at the Pump, with Murphy
USA Inc. and Rapid Roberts Inc.
among the c-store chains offering
this service. In fact, Murphy USA
told CSNews Online that sales at the
pump lifted its overall lottery sales
significantly since incorporating the
technology.

Ron Brown, owner of
Latitudes Gas in Rio
Rancho, N.M., is one c-store
retailer who has already
implemented Play at the
Pump in the Land of
Enchantment. "We are excit-
ed to reach a segment of
customers we have never
sold lottery to before,” he
said.

Daniel Cage, Linq3 presi-
dent and founder added:
"Each time a new partner-
ship is secured, it’s a victory
for the c-store retailer and
their customers. From age
verification to redeeming
low-tier winnings directly
back to the consumer’s
debit card, retailers auto-
mate it all directly from the fuel
pump. Playing Powerball or Mega
Millions has never been easier.”

Linq3’s Play at the Pump is integrat-
ed in both Gilbarco’s Passport and
Verifone’s Commander gas pump
point-of-sale forecourt controller sys-

tems, with NCR’s RPOS to be
added by the end of 2016. These
three systems support 95 percent of
the U.S. gas retail sector, according
to Linq3.

“The world is changing and lottery
players have told us they want more
convenient ways to buy our jackpot

games,” said David Barden, CEO of
New Mexico Lottery. “We look for-
ward to seeing how it works and the
benefits it brings players through
improved accessibility.”

Courtesy of Denise Brown / Pricebook
Coordinator/Marketing, 1574 Latitudes

Reprinted with permission of Convenience
Store News, wwwcsnews.com.
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Employee of the Month - William Drerup - September 2017

Randy Arceneaux, CEO and President of Affiliated Foods
presents the “Employee of the Month” plaque to William Drerup

The grocery department receives and ships
our dry grocery products.  Receiving assures
we receive good quality product.  Shipping
crew assures our stores receive good quality
product. The hard work of these two depart-
ments are greatly appreciated.

Our Grocery Receiving Department receives
roughly 15,000 pallets of product a week.  It

takes about 15 forklifts and 6 checkers to
accomplish receiving an average of 3,000
pallets per day.  The checkers are responsi-
ble for receiving the products unloaded off
the trucks. Product is scanned into inventory
and readied to be put away into the ware-
house.  Forklifts retrieve the product from the
dock and put it into reserve slots. This is
done in preparation for the shipping

department.

L to R: Larry McDuff, Supervisor, Abelando Cantu, Darren Westmoreland, Edser
Luera, Emmanuel Torres, Raymond Luera, Michael La Fuente, Relief Supervisor,
Lisa Sanchez, Roberto Sanchez, Jesus Sanchez, Ivan Davila, Nicholas Carlson,

Anthony Pereida, Feliz Tena, Michael Willis and Timothy Johnson, Supervisor

L to R: Armando Rivas, David Gonzales, Juan Reyes, Maricino Cruz, Quac
Nguyen, Donaven Roberts, Dominique Milligan, Jose Mani-Rodriguez, Relief

Supervisor, David Soto, James Timms, Randy Bailey and Jacob Cendro

L to R: Alexa Mauricio, Jessica
Nunez and Mana Lopez

L to R: Ashley Molina, Debbie Moya
and Hilda Mijia

L to R: Francisco Saldana, Martin Nunez,
Eriberk Chavez, Supervisor, Jesus

Saucedo and Rene Martinez,
Relief Suervisor

L to R: Larry McDuff, Supervisor, Sormande
Rodarte, Toby Elliot, Shelton Williams, Hilda Mejia,

Fermin Sanchez and Jesus Aguirre

The Grocery Shipping Department is
responsible for shipping anywhere from dog
food and canned goods to drinking water.
The department is made up of an average
of 80 order selectors and 12 forklifts. There
is an average of 360,000 cases of dry gro-
ceries shipped out weekly. The forklift driv-
ers drop about 1,800 pallets of product into

the pick slots on a daily basis. The
order selectors are responsible for
selecting every order accurately and in
a timely manner. On average over
60,000 cases are shipped daily.

Courtesy of Cynthia Mauricio,
Warehouse Administrative Assistant 

AFI Warehouse Grocery Department

William will complete 5 years of
service with Affiliated this month
and currently works as a Forklift
Operator in Perishable Returns
under the direction of Rodney
Kellison. William previously
worked in the Grocery
Department and the Returns
Department.  Rodney believes
William to be a tremendous
asset to the department.
“William works hard and helps
out his fellow employees in
need of direction. Everyone
knows William by the big smile
on his face” according to
Rodney.

William was presented his
Employee of the Month plaque
by Randy Arceneaux, with
Randy’s congratulations and
sincere appreciation for his hard
work and service to Affiliated.
William will receive 250 bonus
points along with a $35 gift cer-
tificate for apparel from the
Employee Portal. In addition, he
chose two $25 gift certificates
from Joe Daddy’s. William will
have a special parking space
for the month of September.

William has one son, Austin;
with another baby due in

October with girlfriend, Genesis.
In his free time, William likes to
stay busy. He does all kinds of
yard work, including cutting
down trees, working on sprin-
kler systems, and mowing. He
likes to have cook outs and
spend time with his family. He
especially enjoys spending time
with his dad doing odd jobs and
playing video games with his
brother. Williams’ favorite meals
are chicken and fajitas. His
favorite movie is Ridiculous 6
starring Adam Sandler.  

The most influential person in

Williams’ life is his son, Austin.
William wants the best for him
and his new baby and plans to
work long and hard to make
sure it happens. William has
great memories of his time here
at Affiliated and feels his time in
the different departments has
enabled him to get a good feel
for the operations and how to
keep doing his best work.
William hopes to have more
time to spend with his family in
the future, enjoy his vacations,
and keep supporting his family.

Congratulations to the following September Employee of the Month nominee for her hard work!      Mendy Eslinger

Courtesy of
Rita Koontz / HR
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Fall Food Show 2017 - A Great Success!
We would like to thank all who attended the Fall

Food Show 2017, “Holidays of Savings” event. We
had 1288 total in attendance including Retailers,

Vendors, Guests and Employees. 

Thanks to all who put in so many hours in meetings,
planning and executing such a great show, your hard

work was seen as our success!

Congratulations, to all our Prize winners! Grand
Prize Winner - $7500.00 / #1398 Meade Thriftway,

Meade, KS, Brad Jansonius. 2nd Place Winner,
#972 Anthony’s Foods, Prague, OK, Anthony Bouy

and 3rd Place Winner - $2500.00 / #684 Big D
Superfoods, Florence, CO, Rod Davidson. DeJarnett                                                       

Puppy Winner was #902 Vista
Horizon Grocery, Horizon, TX, Mike Pena.

L to R: Noma Burr, CFO, Affiliated Foods, Jeff Robinson, COO and
Vice President of Affiliated Foods, Haley Davidson, Harley

Davidson, Rod Davidson, Hunter Davidson, Erin Davidson and
Randy Arceneaux, CEO and President of Affiliated Foods.

Congratulations!Congratulations!
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At Affiliated Foods, when we hire a new Order Selector there is a working standard that must be met in the first 90 days of employ-
ment.

Perishable Qualified: Ester Perez
Courtesy of Jimmy Ross / Director of Warehouse Operations, Ralph Telles / Dry Grocery Supervisor, Jeffrey Williams / Perishable Supervisor and James Canales / HBC Supervisor  

Congratulations to all our “Qualifier’s” and “1 Year of Service” recipients. September 2017 Above and Beyond

The Warehouse Management System calculates time for each store’s order pulled by the Order Selector, based on an
Engineered Labor Standard.  This process helps orders to be pulled in a timely manner. This time / standard must be met at
100% by the new hire in the first 90 days to become “Qualified”.  Their next upgrade will be met when they reach “1 Year of
Service”. 

Courtesy of Cynthia Mauricio, Warehouse 
Administrative Assistant 

above above && beyond  September beyond  September 20172017

Plains Dairy Announces Awards

Marvin Myers Retires

Greg Meador, President of Plains Dairy and Board Member of the All Star Dairy
Association, presented Alyssa Perez and her dad Mark with a $3,000 All Star

Association Scholarship- In Memory of John D Utterback and Henry Randolph.
Alyssa has been selected as one of five winners. She is to be congratulated on

her academic achievement, demonstrated leadership, initiative, and integrity.
Allyssa will be attending West Texas A&M University this fall.

Go Buffs, and Go Allyssa!

Greg Meador, President of Plains Dairy,
presents Colby Butcher, Production and

Maintenance Director, with his 10 year service
certificate.

Joe Holland, Sales Manager, Jason Kelley, Fleet
Manager, and Colby Butcher, Production and

Maintenance Director, pictured presenting Jason
with his 5 year service certificate.

Jennifer
Yanes

L to R: Kevin Fortenberry, IT Operations Manager,
Michael Lindley, retired IT Director, Marvin Myers,
Network, Randy Arceneaux, CEO and President
Affiliated Foods and Andy Halencak, IT Director

Michael Lindley, Marvin Myers and  
Don Thompson, Network...2010Congratulations!Congratulations! Congratulations, Marvin on “12 Years of

Service” to Affiliated Foods. We wish you well
on your retirement. For you it is not the end
of the road...but the beginning of an open

highway. Best wishes on all your
travels...God speed...

Spotlight on the Warehouse
Congratulations and “Fantastic Job”, Jennifer
Yanes.  She is our newest “New Employee of the
Month” for September 2017…
Madison is a Non Food Order Selector, and pulls

for HBC. She works under the supervision of
James Canales. She began with AFI on May 17,
2017. 
James stated, “Jennifer is a very hard worker.

She is always willing to do other things as well.
She helps other employees get their performance
up, and how to maintain it. Jennifer also helps in
cigarettes to get them caught up and always has
her section ready for the next day!”

Congratulations, Jennifer on all your fantastic
accomplishments and  welcome aboard the

AFI Team!” 

Courtesy of
Amanda McIntosh 

Plains Dairy
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Bakery / Deli News

Bakery News
It’s hard to believe that fall is almost in the
air.  With that being said, the holidays are
just around the corner so it’s a great time
to start your pre-planning for the different
holidays. It would be a good idea for
Bakeries to order their cake supplies for
Halloween by the 2nd week in September.
Start the first week of October and get all
your Halloween items produced and in the
freezer, so the week of you are not scurry-
ing around because you haven’t gotten
anything done. Since Halloween is a busy
week, which would be a great time to go
ahead and place your Christmas Decopac
order. You can see what is available for the
different holidays by going to
Decopac.com, then clicking on the
resource center and view printable
brochures. This is also a good time of year
to start producing cakes with fall colors and
put the spring and summer colors up until
requested by a customer. Happy Fall Y’all,
Carroll

Good bye summer... 
Labor Day is the only big holiday in
September and it marks the end of the
summer and we also celebrate the hard
workers in America.  Let’s make sure we
have plenty dinner rolls, hamburger and
hot buns for the picnics and barbecues and
also family dinners as we celebrate our
hard workers, so let’s make sure we deco-
rate our bakery department with plenty of
red, white and blue colors. It’s also about
the time the State Fair will be coming into
our cities and it will take a lot of money
from our everyday grocery shopping so this
will be a good time to allow our hard work-
ing  employees some time off for vacations

or extra days off to help keep our labor
down in our departments. Also let’s contin-
ue have plenty of donuts and fresh cookies
for the kiddos who have already started
their new school year. This a good time for
bakery managers to start making plans for
the big holidays coming up such as
Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas,
so let’s make sure we start putting our holi-
day surveys together and be ready for
busy holiday season. Thanks again for all
your efforts and hard work, Mario

September is here fall and football is
back..
I hope everyone that attended the Food
Show in Amarillo had a good time and took
advantage on the deals that were avail-
able. Weekends are going to be busy in
our deli departments as football is back.
Pizzas, Chicken wings. Fried chicken, sub
sandwiches, salads, jalapeno poppers, and
desserts of all kinds will all be on demand
at this time. Make sure you prepare for
Friday nights and tail gate parties on
Saturdays and then get ready early for
Sunday as games start early and continue
all day. Don’t forget about Labor Day it is
on September the 4th on a Monday,
bratwurst, and assorted sausages do very
well for cooking out on this day, make sure 

that your salads are full and your grab and
go cases have plenty of these items avail-
able. September the 16th is another day
that is celebrated in Mexico as it is their
independence day. Some stores can do
well on this day! As soon as this is over
let’s get ready for Halloween because that
will be right around the corner. Thank You,
Bobby Pena

Bobby Pena / Deli Specialist,
rpena@afiama.com; Carroll Beeler /
B/D Specialist, beeler@afiama.com;
Mario Martinez / Bakery Specialist,
mmartinez@afiama.com

September 16th, Mexican Independence Day Fall Begins...

Every year on the 16th of September
the President of Mexico addresses the
Mexican people from the balcony of
the National Palace with the modern
version of the famous Grito de

Dolores. He shouts Vivas! To
the leaders of the Mexican
Revolution and ends with a
cheer echoed three times by
the huge crowds that have
gathered: “Viva México!” His
cry is echoed throughout
Mexico by the governor of
each state. The Grito, or shout,
caps a day of festivals in
Mexico City and other urban
areas and ushers in a new

year of independent Mexico. Perhaps
most importantly, it reminds the peo-
ple of the origins of their nation and
those that fought and died so that
Mexico may be free. 

The Grito commemorates 16

September 1810, when a parish priest
in the town of Dolores in the State of
Guanajuato, Miguel Hidalgo, rang the
church bells and called his parish-
ioners to fight for independence. The
movement for Mexican independence,
officially proclaimed in 1821, had sev-
eral precursors. In the eighteenth cen-
tury there were over 100 small, ill-
advised rebellions, but none came
close to realizing the goal of a Mexico
independent of Spain and rule by
criollos, or people of Spanish descent
who were born in the colony of Nueva
España, or New Spain. The move-
ment that began in 1810 was the first
that attracted large numbers of the
population, most notably the indige-
nous peasants.

Courtesy of Manny Tovar - Director of Ethnic Marketing
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Quick Taco Soup

A Note of Thanks!

1401 Farmers Avenue
Amarillo, TX  79118

806-372-3851

Courtesy of Val
Clawson / DeJarnett
and Shurfinebrands

“THANK YOU” to all who have contributed to the success of the Newsletter”!  A special thanks to
Craig Ward, Kevin Fortenberry and Kim Street for their continued support and help! 

The Affiliated Family News
Cathy Gallivan / AFINews. 

If you have anything to contribute please e-mail the 
“AFI Family News” @ www.afinews@afiama.com

•       4 lbs. ground beef
•       4 c. onion, chopped
•       2 can (29 oz.) Shurfine Tomato Puree
•       4 cans (8 oz.) Shurfine Mexican Tomato Sauce
•       2 cans (15 oz.) Shurfine Pinto Beans, drained, rinsed
•       1 can (29 oz.) Shurfine Whole Kernel Corn, drained
•       2 pkg. (1.25 oz.) Shurfine Taco Seasoning Mix
1.      In a large saucepan, brown meat and onions. Drain if

necessary.
2.      Add remaining ingredients and simmer for 5 to 10

minutes.
3.      Garnish with grated cheese, sour cream, avocados,

corn or tortilla chips.

Serves: 8

Scarecrow

Fall begins on
September 22, 2017,
what a quick meal on

a crisp Fall Day!

Where did the Labor Day
come From?

Labor Day was created as a
way to acknowledge and pay
tribute to the workforce for all

that they have done to make
our country prosperous and
strong.

The first Labor Day was cele-
brated in New York city, and

other cities followed this exam-
ple in the following years. It
was in 1894 that Congress
passed a law making the first
Monday in September a legal
holiday.

Labor Day, August 4th, 2017

Why did the
scarecrow get
a promotion?

In Remembrance...9.11.01...Never forget...

Because he
was the best
in his field!


